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Yet the people of Ukraine resisted. They

had been bound to the land, the fertile ground
of Ukraine, for generations and they were not
prepared to cede their way of life to toil in fac-
tories building Stalin’s army.

So they fought the usurpation of their prop-
erty the only way they knew how. They re-
fused to leave it.

Stalin would not let this pass. He intended
to crush the Ukrainian people into subser-
vience. Not with direct violence but with a tac-
tic just as deadly—starvation

Stalin cut off the farmers from grain to seed
their farms, from water, from their markets an
thus from subsistence.

Between 1931 and 1933, the grip of famine
spread throughout the Ukraine. Fields were
over harvested. Food became scarce.

By its end, more than seven million people
would perish in Ukraine due to hunger. This
event stands as an unprecedented catas-
trophe, claiming the lives of nearly one-fourth
of Ukraine’s people.

Sadly, as the full details of the famine be-
came known in the West, little action was
taken to condemn Stalin’s government for this
crime. Our attention was fixed on our own fi-
nancial circumstances as we overlooked the
tragic famine in Ukraine.

This year is the 65 anniversary of the end
of the great famine in Ukraine. The Ukrainian-
American community in Chicago and through-
out the nation have spent this year solemnly
commemorating this unfortunate event. I join
them in doing so.

I believe that we must forever remember
this tragedy and teach our children of it.

We must do so in order to ensure that hu-
manity never again endeavors to conceive an-
other tragedy of this kind. This famine was of
man’s doing, a punishment for intransigence in
the face of oppression. It did not have to hap-
pen. Nature had no part in this matter. Cruelty
lies at its root.

So today, I ask my colleagues to remember
Ukraine’s famine by supporting H. Con. Res.
295. This resolution commemorates the
‘‘Ukrainian Famine Days of Remembrance’’
and recommits all of us to fight totalitarianism
in all its forms so as to prevent future trage-
dies of this nature.
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Mr. DOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an entrepreneur who operates a
successful restaurant in the Central Valley.
Gilbert Cortez of Tulare County was recently
recognized for his achievement by the Central
Valley Chapter of the California Restaurant
Association at its third annual Diamond Cui-
sine Awards Banquet.

Gilbert Cortez has owned and operated his
family’s restaurant in Visalia, California, Las
Palmas, since 1965. In the 33 years he has
been in operation, Mr. Cortez has developed
his business into a highly successful res-
taurant with excellent service both to its cus-
tomers and the local community.

Mr. Cortez has received the California Res-
taurant Association’s Lifetime Achievement
Award. In addition to his many years of suc-

cess with Las Palmas, Mr. Cortez has also
contributed generously to many causes in the
community such as the Good News Center.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me today in congratulating this
businessman for his remarkable achievements
and in recognition of his service to the com-
munity.
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Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Leonard and Audrey Pack.

I have known Mr. Pack and his family my
entire life. Mr. Pack is truly a self-made man.
He spent his teenage years working in a local
textile mill, learning the textile business inside
and out. His hard work and dedication resulted
in his becoming one of the mill’s most valued
managers. Even after retirement, he started a
smaller textile operation, where he continues
to put in a full day’s work.

Mr. Pack represents the ideal American
dream. Anything is possible if you work hard
and stay committed to your goals.

Mr. Pack’s success in his profession was
due in no small part to his commitment to his
family. With his wife Audrey, the Packs raised
a daughter, Patty, who raised two children of
her own, Sherry and Rocky, with her husband,
Bob Sylar, before she succumbed to cancer.

To honor his late wife, Audrey, and her love
of books and dedication to the local library,
Leonard Pack funded the exterior renovation
of the existing public library. Redicated as the
Audrey Pack Library, it was patterned after the
Spring City Depot, another historic landmark in
Spring City, our hometown.

In 1940, Mrs. Pack and a group of ladies in
Spring City organized a chapter of the busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club. The
newly formed club decided to sponsor a library
and Mrs. Pack agreed to act as librarian. The
library of 75–100 books was housed in her
small retail shop from 1940 to 1956, when it
was moved to the city hall building.

Mr. Pack’s generosity is a testament to his
love for his family and the community in which
he has lived for over eighty years. Having
known Mr. Pack all of my life, it comes as no
surprise that he would make such a statement
in the way he did. A simple gesture from a
self-made man with little fanfare but a lasting
memorial.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of H.R. 2431, the Free-
dom from Religious Persecution Act of 1998.
Essentially, this bill is an effort to protect one
of the most sacred rights that human beings
can enjoy, the right to seek out and worship
the divine as they may deem fit.

All over the world, nations, sovereign pow-
ers and totalitarian groups are restricting the
religious freedom of others. From Christians to
Jews to Muslims to Bahai’s, religious persecu-
tion, as we stand on the brink of the next mil-
lennium, is as widespread as ever. So, in re-
sponse to this crisis, this bill establishes a new
office in the State Department to monitor reli-
gious persecution overseas called the Office
of Religious Persecution Monitoring, directs
U.S. sanctions against countries and individ-
uals determined to have engaged in religious
persecution and ensures that our foreign serv-
ice officers are trained in the bringing relief to
refugees and persons seeking asylum.

As our history teaches us, many of the
founders of this great nation crossed the im-
posing gulf of the Atlantic Ocean in order to
preserve the sanctity of their personal religious
choices. Without reservation, they flatly re-
fused to let others dictate for them who they
could worship and how that worship should be
conducted. Instead of bowing to the suppres-
sion of their beliefs, these brave pioneers of a
new and enlightened sense of public govern-
ance, chose to protect their freedom above all.
Well over two centuries later, this same strug-
gle is being fought again by literally millions of
people around the globe who simply refuse to
betray their most sacred beliefs about God.

In Sudan, in particular, this struggle has
taken on genocidically proportions. Some re-
ports estimate that well over one million peo-
ple have been killed by the Sudanese govern-
ment, both Christians and Muslims, fighting to
preserve their most fundamental religious be-
liefs. In China, millions of ‘‘house church’’
Christians are forced to worship in absolute
secrecy in order to prevent the government
from interfering in the practice of their worship.
In Tibet, Buddhists have been brutalized, their
religious leaders jailed, and their most holy of
worship places completely desecrated. In Iran,
practicing Bahai’s have been met with a rash
of sudden executions. We have also learned
about the violent terrorism against Christians
in both Pakistan and Egypt, while the govern-
ment of these nations have simply stood back
and watched. So now that we know what is
happening around us, what are we going to do
about these on-going travesties of justice?

For me, the answer is as simple as this, we
must take a stand on these important issues
of principle. This bill, in my opinion, is a work-
able solution to these growing threats to reli-
gious freedom surging abroad. First of all, the
bill does not exclude any religious groups from
its protections. Whether you are Christian,
Jew, Muslim, Hindu or something else, if you
are persecuted because of your religious be-
liefs, this bill and its provisions will protect you.
Furthermore, this bill is in no way mutually ex-
clusive to any protections that may exist in
current law for any other persecuted group. If
you are persecuted for race, national origin,
political affiliation or some other defining char-
acteristic of personhood, existing federal law
still addresses these concerns. Religion, I be-
lieve, because of the many on-going tragedies
of persecution, terrorism and violence that I
listed above, definitely deserves some form of
special consideration and treatment. Thus, the
necessity of creating a new federal sub-agen-
cy to be responsible for this volatile issue.

The newly created Office of Religious Per-
secution Monitoring in the State Department
will be headed by a Director appointed by the
President and confirmed by the Senate. This
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